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Er-diminutives in the Mengjin Dialect: On the Replacement of

Non-retroflex Er-diminutive Finals with Retroflex Ones

Yanfeng Shi

Jiangsu Normal University

Abstract

The Mengjin dialect exhibits both non-retroflex and retroflex types of er-diminutives. This paper
focuses on the developmental sequence of retroflex er-diminutives, the emergence of the flap
in retroflex er-diminutives, the stratification of rhotacized finals, and the replacement of non-
retroflex er-diminutive finals with retroflex ones. We argue that the appearance of the flap results
from the spreading of the retroflex feature either to apical initials or to the medial [i-/y-]. When
the flap follows an apical initial, it indicates that the retroflex feature has extended leftward to the
initial. When it appears after the medial [i-/y-], it suggests the retroflexion is limited to the medial.
The flap thus reflects the articulatory response of apical initials or medials to retroflexion, forming
a dynamic composite segment with the associated phoneme. The non-retroflex er-diminutives
represent the indigenous, underlying rhotacized layer in the Mengjin dialect, while retroflex er-
diminutives have emerged through contact with neighbouring dialects and belong to the loan layer.
The replacement of non-retroflex er-diminutives with retroflex ones reflects a process of layered
phonological change.
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Mengjin, non-retroflex er-diminutives, retroflex er-diminutives, flap, layer

HAMHE RN HILE TERMAERE TEK
F # 4k - shiyanfeng008@126.com

W B Fa BB - 202447 126 H

WIS H # - 202543 4 H

Yo E| 2 B 2025483 A26 H

B AAtrH# 202563 A28H

T Bt H# - 202547 A31H



	1. 孟津方言音系 
	2. 兒化韻與基本韻母對應關係和捲舌兒化韻的形成次序 
	3.兒化舉例與描寫 
	4. 捲舌兒化韻閃音產生的原因 
	5. 兒化韻母的層次性 
	6. 餘論 

